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Weather Conditions 


Showers in some droughty southwestern districts, general 
rains over the northern states, less precipitation in the South- 
east, and generally ample warmth, made the week ended July 24 
the best growing week of the season over most of the country. 
The week, as a whole, was generally warmer than normal over 
the eastern half of the country, but elsewhere from the Great 
Plains westward the averages were slightly subnormal. 

Widespread rains occurred over northern states from the 
Rocky Mountains eastward during the first part of the week, but 
otherwise precipitation was of a rather local character, with 
showers less frequent than during recent weeks in the south- 
eastern states. 

The soil is still unusually well supplied with moisture quite 
generally over the country east of the Rocky Mountains, except 
that it is still dry in parts of Texas. Growing crops made ex- 
ceptionally good advance. West of the Rocky Mountains irri- 
gated crops made good progress. Showers in parts of the far 
Southwest were beneficial. 

Corn made exceptionally good growth during the week. 
Truck crops benefited by the good weather except in some local 
areas where rain was needed. Citrus and deciduous fruits did 
well, except that there were continued reports of peaches rotting 
in parts of the Southeast, due to the previous wet weather. 


Pacific Fisheries Makes Movie of Salmon Canning 
The Association of Pacific Fisheries has had made a two- 
reel film of the salmon canning industry, which is now being 
shown by the Orpheum Theatre in Seattle, with a possibility of 
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being booked for the Southern circuit of the Orpheum manage- 
ment. The Association of Pacific Fisheries announces that copies 
of this film will be loaned to its members or their distributors, 
with no charges except express both ways. Copies of the films 
may also be prepared at no great expense, for those who desire 
to purchase them outright. 


It appears that the impression made by this movie upon the 
public is very good, and it affords very good publicity for the 
canning industry. Films showing other phases of the canning 
industry would probably meet with a like reception. 


Report on Kraut and Cucumbers for Canners’ Use 


Under date or July 17, the Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
issued the following report showing the acreage and condition of 
cucumbers for pickles and cabbage for kraut: 


CUCUMBERS FOR PICKLES 


Acreage 
Preliminary 
Revised Acreage for 
1925 192 


Acres 
California 3,210 
Colorado 3,500 
Illinois 1,630 
Indiana 8,430 
lowa 2,860 
Michigan 36,810 
Minnesota 4,340 
Missouri 1,060 

1,320 

2,250 
Washington ........ 670 
Wisconsin 7, 20,960 
Other States 13,110 


100,130 


Preliminary 
Acreage for 


Colorado 
Tilinols 
Indiana 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
New York 
Washington 
Wisconsin 


13,710 


; 
1924 
Acres Acres Acres 
2,560 2,120 3,200 
2,900 2,190 4,450 
940 960 1,560 
7,260 6,800 10,950 
S00 270 500 
25,030 17,350 25,780 
3,000 3,060 3,400 
2,800 670 1,260 
920 680 840 
1,600 1,750 2,200 
530 410 460 
11,950 6,800 11,420 
9,460 7,940 9,970 
Total ........... 86,410 | 69,740 51,000 76,990 
CABBAGE FOR KRAUT 
Acreage 
: 1924 1925 1926 1927 1928 
Acres Acres Acres Acres Acres 
waienaaiivbiiie 90 100 100 210 90 
730 420 360 360 260 
; cenewbeas 460 220 1,000 360 730 
seenecees 1,310 1,190 1,500 1,530 1,620 
69000e0d0 460 420 420 430 430 
jnéecenooe 3,060 2,170 3,000 3,960 4,120 
onescecees 1,810 1,410 1,850 2,590 2,250 
vesceses 290 330 380 260 260 
2,540 1,970 1,790 2,090 2,610 
Other States ....... 460 460 1,760 1,920 2,110 , 
Total 38,900 8,690 12,160 14,480 t 
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CONDITION 


Cucumbers for Pickles Cabbage for Kraut 


| 10-yr. 
uly 1, Ave. 
1927 July 1 


10-yr, 
July1, July 1, Ave, July 1, 
1928 1927) July 


J 


Per cent Percent Percent) Percent Percent Per cent 
84 


82 
79 


Wisconsin 
Minnesota 


Washington 
California 

Sec. Average .. 
Other States 

U, 8 Average .. 


Publications of Interest to Canners 


The Commercial Production of Sauerkraut.—The Depart- 
ment of Agriculture has recently published as Circular No. 35 
a pamphlet by Edwin LeFevre, Assistant Bacteriologist, Food 
Research Division, Bureau of Chemistry and Soils, dealing with 
the commercial production of sauerkraut. This circular should 
be of value to canners and packers of sauerkraut. The subject 
of dietetic value of kraut is discussed, as well as the scientific 
and practical problems encountered in its production and can- 
ning. Useful information is given regarding Federal Regula- 
tions, including definitions and standards, applying to the manu- 
facture and sale of kraut. 

The Association will be glad to supply its members with 
copies of this bulletin upon application, or copies may be secured 
direct from the Superintendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D. C., at 10 cents per copy. 


Combating the Cabbage Worm 

Cabbage worms are more or less abundant at this time of 
the year, and may prove quite destructive if not checked by a 
poison dust or spray, states a recent report from the Geneva, 
N. Y., Experiment Station. Recent experiments carried on at 
the Station show that arsenic and nicotine in combination with 
lime form the most effective materials to use in combating cab- 
bage worms. The mixture suggested for controlling this pest is 
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15 parts of powdered lead arsenate to 100 parts of hydrated 
lime; although dusted directly on the plants it does not in any 
way impair their use for human food, according to the report. 
For really effective control, repeated applications of the dust 
are necessary during the growing season as new growth is con- 
tinually being exposed to the ravages of the worms. 

If aphids are present in any considerable number, it is sug- 
gested that 1 per cent nicotine be added to the poison dust. This 
will increase the cost of the mixture slightly, but it will rid the 
plants of the lice at the same time that the dust is giving protec- 
tion against the worms. 


Government Drafting Tentative Standards for Canned Snap 
Beans and Lima Beans 


The Bureau of Agricultural Economics of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, in charge of the administration of the U. 
S. Warehouse Act, has drafted tentative standards, including 
score sheets, for grading canned snap beans and canned lima 
beans under that Act. These standards are being submitted to 
the chairman of the Bean Section, Mr. J. R. Wheatley, to the Sec- 
retary of that Section, Mr. 8S. H. Shriver, and to the Chairman 
of the Association Committee on Definitions and Standards, Mr. 
Fred A. Stare, for their opinions and suggestions as to the best 
procedure for getting these standards in satisfactory shape. 


It appears that Bureau representatives have already held 
conferences on these standards with packers of lima beans at 
Harrington, Del., and with packers of snap beans at Rochester, 
N. Y. 


The Department of Agriculture considers it inadvisable to 
publish or distribute these standards until they assume a more 
definite form, as it is felt that premature publication might lead 
to considerable misunderstanding and confusion. When these 
standards assume more definite form, they will be published for 
the information of the canning industry and the trade, and op- 
portunity will still be afforded for criticism and suggestions re- 
garding the standards before they are put into final form. 


Date Postponed for Opening of Bids on Tomatoes 


Referring to the item entitled “Army to Buy Canned Toma- 
toes” published on page 1065 of the Information Letter for July 
21, the Supply Officer at the New York General Depot reports 
that the date for the opening of these bids has been changed 
from August 10 to August 30, 1928. 


INFORMATION LETTER 1085 


Agriculturists Meet at Geneva Experiment Station 

Hundreds of varieties of apples, pears, peaches, plums, and 
nectarines will be fruiting on the grounds of the Experiment 
Station here at the time of the meeting of the State Horticultu- 
ral Society on August 15th, say Station officials in commenting 
on plans for the summer meeting of the State fruit growers. 
While many varieties, of course, will not be mature at that time, 
many others will be in their prime, and it is believed that the 
Station's large collection will prove of special interest to the 
visitors. 


The Station also maintains extensive plantings of small 
fruit varieties, most of which will be gone by at the time of Hor- 
ticultural Society meeting. Some late-maturing varieties, how- 
ever, may retain their fruit until that time, it is said. 


In addition to the State Horticultural Society, the Station 
will also entertain on August 15th a large delegation of entomol- 
ogists attending the International Entomological Congress at 
Ithaca that week and who plan to spend the day inspecting the 
numerous entomological investigations under way at the Station 
with particular reference to work on the control of fruit pests. 


New Canadian Regulations Concerning Salmon 

By order in Council dated June 26, 1928, the regulations 
adopted July 24, 1922, under the Meat and Canned Foods Act 
governing the inspection of canned fish and shellfish and the 
operations of canneries have been amended by the addition of the 
following sections, according to a report from the American 
Commercial Attache at Ottawa: 


“9a.—Pink salmon taken in waters about the Queen Char- 
lotte Islands, British Columbia, and transported to any cannery 
on the mainland of the said Province or on an island immediately 
adjacent thereto, there to be canned, shall be deemed to be unfit 
for human food, unless the entrails are removed therefrom im- 
mediately after they are caught, and they are then packed in 
and transported in crushed ice. 


“9b.—Salmon taken in the waters about Districts 1, 2 or 3 
and that are transported to any cannery across Queen Charlotte 
Sound from where they are caught, there to be canned, shall be 
deemed to be unfit for human food, unless the entrails are re- 
moved therefrom immediately after they are caught, and they 
are then packed in and transported in crushed ice.” 
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June Exports of Canned Foods 

Exports of canned meats decreased slightly during June, 
1928, as compared with the corresponding period of 1927; but 
there was a substantial increase in the shipments of canned vege- 
tables. Decreases were reported in exports of both condensed 
and evaporated milk. Exports of canned sardines were practi- 
cally double those of June last year, and salmon shipments more 
than doubled. Canned fruit exports showed the widest varia- 
tions from normal. Exports of canned pineapple were compara- 
ble to those for last year; but apricot shipments practically 
doubled. Canned peaches, however, decreased from over 6,800,- 
000 pounds exported in June, 1927, to 1,685,782 pounds exported 
in June this year, and pears dropped from over 3,200,000 pounds 
in June last year to 271,730 pounds reported for the corre- 
sponding period in 1928. This abrupt decline is explained by 
the fact that the 1926 pack, from which the 1927 imports were 
taken, was unusually large in practically all fruit sections, while 
the 1927 pack, from which the 1928 exports were taken, was be- 
low the average. Detailed export figures as reported by the De- 
partment of Commerce are given below: 


June, 1927 June, 1928 
Commodity Value Pounds 
Canned meats, total 514, $535,670 1,219,683 
Beef 100,912 177,656 
132,643 128,859 
Canned vegetables, total 686,261 977,034 
Condensed milk 3,189,980 626,363 ,0563,665 


7 

3,0 
Evaporated milk 926, 5,464,093 

8,6 

1 


Canned fruits, total ,505,288 
Apricots , 364,083 
Peaches 1,872, 8, 1,686,782 
271,730 
Pineapples 3, A 3,041,266 
7 75, 2,665,676 ; 
237,824 4,612,457 374, 648 


Exports of Canned Vegetables During May 
The Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce has re- 
leased a report on the exports of canned asparagus, corn, soups 
and tomatoes during May, 1928. Below are the Department's 
figures: 
Foreign Countries Hawall Porto Rico 


Commodity Pounds Value Pounds Value Pounds Value 


1,600,972 $225,956 42,162 $7,610 
355,660 28,107 15,238 1,143 
1,905,324 181,509 $4,547 3,478 
319,738 18,833 20,076 1,466 


ue 

925 

1,100 

9,724 

2,475 

0,926 

2,618 

40,381 4,814 
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Truck Crop Prospects 


Under date of July 26, the Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
issued reports on the condition of specified truck crops, as 
follows: 

| 15 July 16 6-Year 
1927 1928 Average 
Commodity 


Carrots 

Cauliflower 

Green peas 

Cucumbers 

Tomatoes 80 


Acreage intended for the fall crop of string beans was re- 
ported at 7,310 acres, as compared with 9,010 acres in 1927, and 
9,440 in 1926. 

Truck Crop Movement 

Combined movement of 29 important fresh fruits and vege- 
tables during the week ended July 21, amounted to 28,580 cars, 
an increase of 6,300 cars over the corresponding week in 1927. 
Apple shipments totaled 1,025 cars, compared with 350 during 
the corresponding week last season. Shipments were about 
equally divided between western and eastern producing sections. 
Cherries were nearly finished, with a record of 2,500 cars from 
all shipping states, compared with 1,460 cars last year. Ship- 
ments of 1,080 cars of California pears were much heavier than 
those of a year ago. 

Peaches were the only line to show a heavy increase over the 
preceding week. Shipments of cannery peaches were greatly 
augmenting the movement in California, so that the week's total 
for that state alone was 2,285 cars. Georgia decreased tempo- 
rarily to 2,460 cars, but Arkansas was credited with 110, North 
Carolina with 150, South Carolina with 60, and Texas with 65 
cars. The week's combined total was 5,180 cars of peaches. 

Tomato movement decreased to 950 cars, mostly from Ten- 
nessee. Cucumber forwardings totaled 500 cars during the week, 
with Maryland, Delaware and New Jersey the chief sources of 
supply. Most of the 190 carlots of green peas shipped last week 
originated in New York State. A preliminary estimate of the 
cabbage planted for kraut indicates a 6 per cent increase over 
last year’s acreage. However, only about 140 cars were shipped 
during the week, mostly from Iowa, Ohio, and Virginia. Home- 
grown stock is supplying many consuming centers. 

The increasing supplies of homegrown products were com- 
peting more severely with rail and boat arrivals, and this compe- 
tition aided in a general depression of the market. Practically 
all prices on truck crops tended downward. 


t 
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CARLOT SHIPMENTS OF FRESH FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 
Total this Total last Total 


- season to seasonto last 
Commodity July 21 July 23 season 

Apples, total 93,280 

Cabbage 87 

Cantaloupes 

Carrots, 1928 season: .... 

Cherries 


Mixed deciduous fruit . 
Mixed vegetables 
Peaches 


Plums and prunes 
Tomatoes 
Total carlot shipments of 
fruits and vegetables, 28,577 27,386 22,313 . 567,328 


(a) Unavailable 


Inspection of Dressed Poultry 


The Bureau of Agricultural Economics of the U. 8. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture has issued rules and regulations governing 
the inspection and certification of dressed poultry provided for 
under an act of Congress, approved January 18th, 1927, author- 
izing the establishment of an inspection service for perishable 
farm products. 

The Department has received requests that this inspection 
service, which is entirely voluntary, be maintained at a number 
of plants where canned chicken and other chicken products are 
prepared. 

Full information concerning the method of procedure to pro- 
cure this inspection service and copies of the rules and regula- 
tions governing it may be secured from the Chief of the Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics, Washington, D. C., or through the 
office of the Association. 


Business Conditions 

Business during the week ended July 21, as measured by the 
volume of checks passing through the banks for payment, was 
greater than a year ago, but somewhat smaller than in the pre- 
ceding week, according to the weekly statement of the Depart- 
ment of Commerce. The index of wholesale prices showed a 
further gain over the previous week, practically reaching the 
1926 average level. 

Loans and discounts to Federal Reserve member banks 
were higher than a year ago but showed a recession from the 
preceding week. Loans to brokers and dealers by member banks 
in New York City showed a further decline but were still con- 
siderably higher than a year ago. 


: Cu ee 493 430 411 5,644 6,500 8,176 

431 434 271 1,911 1,424 6,406 

6,179 4,343 2,331 12,186 16,107 41,663 

PORTE coccccccccccccceses 1,079 1,048 768 2,877 1,283 18,713 

187 235 235 3,620 3,313 4,148 

Peppers 35 40 2,492 1,824 2,324 

5,983 

$2,612 

‘ 963,948 
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Interest rates on time money again showed no change from 
the previous week but were higher than in the same week of a 
year ago. Interest rates on call loans averaged lower than in 
the previous week but were considerably higher than a year ago. 
Business failures were less numerous than in the preceding week 
but were slightly larger than in the corresponding week of 1927. 


CAR LOADINGS 
Merchandise 


Total Miscellaneous and L.C.L, 
Week ended July 14 ,024, 407,242 253,627 
Preceding week 336,693 221,565 
Corresponding week, 1927 .... 396,683 265,869 366,852 
Corresponding week, 1926 .... 1,076,372 397,755 265,901 422,716 


Fruit Stocks Excluded from Entry to U. S. 

The Secretary of Agriculture announces that on and after 
July 1, 1980, by amendment to Quarantine 37, apple, pear, quince 
and Mazzard cherry stocks will be excluded from entry into the 
United States. Similar action, which was considered as to Ma- 
haleb cherry and Myrobalan plum stocks, is deferred for fur- 
ther study and determination of the question of availability of 
satisfactory home-grown stocks of these classes. 

The evidence presented as to apple, pear, quince, and Maz- 
zard cherry stocks indicated that the present availability of satis- 
factory American-grown stocks of these fruits was sufficient to 
justify the exclusion of these stocks and thus terminate the very 
considerable and continuing risk of entry of new and dangerous 
fruit pests. 


Foreign Trade Notes 
Canned tomato exports from Italy, March quarter.—The fol- 
lowing table forwarded to the Department of Commerce by the 
American Consul, Naples shows the exports of canned tomatoes 
from Italy by principal countries for the first quarter of 1927 


lst Quarter lst Quarter 
1928 1927 


Short tons Short tons 
1,007 
1,102 
Great Britain 6,021 
Argentina 1,764 
United States - 9,394 
Other countries 2,743 


21,031 


1928 Salmon pack in British Columbia.—The first official 
¢ report of the 1928 salmon pack in British Columbia is as fol- 


) 

ie’ 

) 

J 

and 1928: 

| 
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lows, with comparative figures for 1926 and 1927, according to 
a report from the American Consul at Vancouver: 


1928 1927 1926 
July 7 July 9 
cases 


655 1,946 
Springs 3,433 
Steelheads 


Rivers Inlet: 
Sockeye 
Red Spring 
Wh. Spring 
Steelheads 
Cohoes 
Pinks 
Chums 


Sp 
Steelheads 
Cohoes 
Pinks 
Chums 


13,372 5,827 


United Kingdom imports of canned fruit.—Imports of 
canned fruit into the United Kingdom, which during the last 
part of 1927 lagged considerably behind imports for the previ- 
ous year, took a big jump forward during April and May, ac- 
cording to a report forwarded to the Department of Commerce 
by the American Trade Commissioner at London on June 20. 


The total imports for the first five months of the year, ac- 
cording to the report, were 49,744 short tons in 1928, as com- 
pared with 41,239 short tons during the corresponding period 
last year, and 35,558 short tons for 1926. 

Canned fruit industry in Australia.—The Australian canned 
fruit industry is stated to be surrounded with difficulties and to 
be in a very serious position, according to a report of June 15 
from the American Consular office at Melbourne. Most of the 
large canneries are cooperatively owned, principally by the grow- 
ers, and one of the difficulties is that the quantities of peaches 


3 N ver: 
3,661 
5,298 
67 1 105 
: 68 41 230 
Bota) 1,234 5,420 9,270 
Skeena River: 
3,675 8,566 14,340 
2,471 7,504 8,670 
3 17 23 
731 79 . 476 
6,795 16,177 23,702 
12,266 6,591 12,006 
12,826 6,281 12,653 
Smiths Inlet: 
354 361 


INFORMATION LETTER 1091 


grown for canning have been far in excess of the capacity of the 
canneries, in some instances not 50 per cent of the crop being pro- 
cessed. It is realized that the planting of further areas of fruit 
for canning purposes must cease. Another difficulty experienced 
by Australian canneries is the difficulty of canning at prices per- 
mitting of competition on overseas markets. At the present 
time (1927-28 season) the price of canned peaches delivered on 
the London market is about $1.70 per dozen, whereas it costs 
Australian canners 28 cents per dozen in rail freight and pack- 
ing charges to land their goods in London, while the actual cost 
of processing, labelling, casing, etc., is stated to be not less than 
$1.95 per dozen. Canners are thus experiencing a loss of 53 
cents per dozen on canned peaches exported. This loss is re- 
duced, however, by the bounty of 36 cents per dozen, paid by 
the Federal Government on fruit for export, in order that the 
trade may not be lost to Australia. It was hoped that these 
losses which apply to peaches only might be made up by sales on 
the local market and by the sales of other fruits, but by a dis- 
agreement with that portion of the canning trade not engaging 
in export business, this avenue of profit has been closed. 


Canned foods market in New Zealand.—Locally canned 
pears on the New Zealand market are very attractive, according 
to the June 20 report of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce. The demand for other varieties of canned fruits 
is being supplied mostly from Australia and South Africa, which 
countries, aided by the preferential duty given to many South 
African lines, are able to put their products on the market there 
at very reasonable rates. Californias are also being imported, 
chief in the cheaper grades, and are underselling the Australian 
article, in spite of the preferential duty. 


Ethiopia possible marxet jor canned foods.—lIn a recent 
report to the Department of Commerce, the American Consul 
General at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, states that he would like to 
obtain catalogs, price lists, c.i.f. if possible, and other literature, 
in triplicate if practicable on canned and bottled and otherwise 
preserved fruits and vegetables; canned fish; and evaporated, 
condensed and powdered milk. This information is to be used 
in establishing a catalog file in the Legation and Consulate Gen- 
eral for answering inquiries from local trade contacts. The re- 
port states that the demand for various kinds of tinned and bot- 

tled and otherwise preserved foodstuffs in Ethiopia is growing. 
4 t Fruits, of which practically none are raised in the country, are 


. 
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most popular. There seems to be a demand for all sorts of 
canned fish and for vegetables and milk to a lesser degree. 
Prospects for the development of this trade appear good. 


Early June crop prospects for apples and pears in Europe 
and Canada.—Official and trade reports on conditions during 
the first half of June in most of the important apple and pear 
producing countries on the Continent, indicate a 1928 apple crop 
somewhat larger than that of last year, if weather conditions 
remain favorable, according to a report from the American 
Agricultural Commissioner at Berlin. It must be borne in mind, 
however, that it is still too early in the season to make any defi- 
nite forecast of the crops. Conditions in Canada were also good 
the first of June, while in England and Wales prospects were 
variable compared with a good crop last year. The European 
pear crop, in spite of unfavorable prospects in southern Europe, 
may be considerably larger than last year’s poor crop. Frosts 
have caused some damage this spring, but apparently mainly to 
pears and early fruits in southern Europe, and in the case of 
apples only locally. Early prospects for pears are favorable in 
Canada also, and average in England and Wales. 


